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What we already know about family
farming in the world ?

1. There are around 500 million units of familly 
farms in the world – total of units is 570 million;

q 13% in low income countries;
q 36% in lower middle income countries;

q 71 %FFs have less than 1 hectar of land;

2. Family Farms are Highlly Diversify:
q by acess to land;
q by farming/production systems;
q by income and economic position - poverty

3. Statistics and Information is misunderstood 
about FFs.



Estimates find that there are at least 
570 million farms worldwide, of which 

at least 500 million can be 
considered family farms. 

Lowder, S.K., Skoet, J. and Singh, S. 2014. What do we 
really know about the number and distribution of farms 
and family farms worldwide? Background paper for The 
State of Food and Agriculture 2014. ESA Working Paper 

No. 14-02. Rome, FAO





The distribution of family farming is not uniform in 
different regions of the world

a) Asia - 99%;
b) Oceania - 78%; 
c) South America - 82%; 
d) Europe – 98%;
e) Africa - 97%; 
f) North and Central 

America (88%)





Source: Lowder, S.K., Skoet, J. and Singh, S. 2014. What do 
we really know about the number and distribution of farms 
and family farms worldwide?



S.K. Lowder, M.V. Sánchez and R. Bertini. Which farms feed the world and has farmland 
become more concentrated? World Development 142 (2021)





We Still Need Better 
Understanding on      
Small Scale Family 

Farmers



The major justification to follow with the
research agenda on FF are related to:

FOOD, 

NATURE and

CULTURE 

It would be very boring and, as Polanyi said, 
we will be under the risk if land, labor and 
money becom Fictitious Commodities.



Quick Note on 
What is Going on 

in Brazil



GDP and Population - 1960 to 2017 
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• Small

• Medium

• Large

Brazilian Agrarian Structure, 2017

% Units % Land
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IBGE, Census, 
2016/7



The Brazilian Model



Family Farming in 

Brazil



Family Farmers in Brazil 

FF in Brazil
• 4.366.267 Units
• 18,3 hectars of average
Area

• 77% of total farm
units

• GDP;



Foto 25 de 83 - José Carlos Nunes, 41, espera que a chuva chegue para dar o mínimo de "condições" 
para os seus dois filhos, em Santa Brígida (BA). Mais de 750 municípios do Nordeste já decretaram 
situação de emergência e mais de 4 milhões de pessoas foram afetadas                                         
Beto Macário / UOL -  22 de maio de 2012. 



A Family Farmer in Brazil 

By Law 11.326, 2006, is
① do	not	have,	in	any	way,	an	area	bigger	than	4	inspection	
units	– different	size	per	regions	in	the	country;

② use	predominantly	family	labour	force	in	the	farmers	
unit	– also	wage	labour	up	to	2	permanent	works;

③ have	a	minimum	%	of	family	income	originating	from	
the	economic	activities	of	the	establishment	or	venture;
④the	farmer	unit	must	be	lead	by	the	family	and	not	by	
external	managers;

vThis Law also applies to fisherman, forestry, small cattle ranchers, indigenous people, 
traditional communities (former slaves/quilombos)



Brazil - Share of FF in Several Crops/Branches
According the Agricultural Census, 2017



Size and Importance of Family Farming in Brazil 
2017

Farmes
Farm
Units % ÁREA %

PEOPLE  
OCUPADO %

NON Family Farmers - 1.175.916 23,2 270.398.732 77,0 4.989.566 33,0

Family Farms
(FF) 3.897.408 76,8 80.891.084 23,0 10.115.559 67,0

TOTAL 5.073.324 100,0 351.289.816 100,0 15.105.125 100,0



Participation (%) of FF in Total of Farming Units 
Brasil – 2017

Fonte: IBGE. Censo Agropecuário 2017
Elaboração:  Adrielli Santana (UNB/IPEA) e Joacir Aquino.



Connecting FF with 
the Current Problems 

we are Facing



Climate
Change

Demography/Urb
anization

Energy Transition
Decarbonization



… the context we are 
living in



??

Uncerntainty, 
distrust

Increasing 
Unequalities and 

Multiple Exclusions
Environmental 

risks 



FOOD
Window of Opportunity to 

New Political, Normative and 

Academic Perspectives





CLIMATE 
CHANGE

URBANIZATIONHEALTH AND 
NUTRITION

AGRICULTURE 

AND FOOD



Vegetarianismo

Fast Food

Orgânicos

Fonte: Maycon Schubert, 2018

LOCAVorismo

CLIMA 
terianismo

TRENS IN FOOD CONSUMPTION



Tim Lang, London, 2015

“there is no way to achieve 
SDGs and implement 2030 
Agenda without change 

our food system !!!!





United Nations Decade of Family Farming 2019-
2028 - Global Action Plan

https://www.fao.org/3/ca4672en/ca4672en.pdf



Food System 
Transformations

approaches



Circular
AgriFood 
Economy

Consumption 
and Sustainable 

Diets

Environment 
and Social 
Resilience

Sustainable 
Food System



Ray Goldberg
From Agribusiness to Food Systems

Towards a Food System that works for “creating shared
value“, 2020

https://global.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780190871819/res/



NEXUS

Food

EnergyWater



The transition to sustainable 
farming systems – role of 

agroecology



A call to action

Nutrition – a new global priority
Agriculture and food systems must deliver much more than food – they need
to fulfil their potential to underpin the health and well-being of populations.
At a fundamental level, consumers are making food choices that are not
consistent with good nutrition, health and well-being. And public policies or
private sector actions are not adequately aligning food systems toward the
goal of improving nutrition.

In making these changes, stakeholders will need to change the way they think about
FOOD SYSTEMS. They are not merely for feeding people but for
nourishing them well – FOOD SYSTEMS ARE IN EFFECT
HEALTH PRODUCTION SYSTEMS. This change in mindset is
subtle but crucial

Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems, 2016 p. 114



Sustainable Diets

•Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems, 2-16 p. 32



Agriculture, Food and  Nutrition

Fonte: IPES-FOOD, 2017.











ATTER Project and Claire Lamine (2019) 
Framework 

The central Issue of Recconection



The CIRCULAR ECONOMMY 
4 ‘R’ – reduzir, reusar, reciclar e refabricar





What is My Own Perspective 
on the Future of Rural 

Development



Criar Valor X Extrair 
Valor –

Mariana Mazzucato

Movimentos X 
Contramovimentos –

Karl Polanyi

Guerra de Posição X 
Guerra de Movimento –

Antonio GramsciTheories



Jason 
Moore



What 
Strategy



The Five “R” Strategy by Jun Borras

Redistribution

Recognition

Restitution

Regeneration

Resistance



What we need for sure?
1.Micro – No question about Strengthening Social 

Actors – groups, associations, movements, etc 
o Viable and sustainable forms of production are critical;
o To foster innovation and new/best markets

2.Meso - Collective institutions and organizations 
are Need

o The recognition of class, gender, etc (Axel Hoonet)
o Laws and rules + resistance fights + construction of alternatives
o To foster cooperative organizations and social economy;

3.Macro - The role of State is undoubtly !!
o Public policies make all difference !!;
o Credit and finance are important
o Regulation mechanisms and governance;



CONTINGENT STRUGGLES

EVERYDAY STRUGGLES

MULTI CLASS STRUGGLES

Legitimacy Normativity

Redistribution Recognition Restitution Regeneration Resistence

MICRO-LEVEL

MESO-LEVEL

MACRO-LEVEL

A
U
T
O
N
O
M
Y

Framework based on:
Norman Long
Jan Douwe van der Ploeg

Framework based on:
Karl Polanyi
Elinor Ostrom

Framework based:
A. Negri 
Jun Borras Jr.

All Those Working People
National/Global Level

Colective Action
Territorial Level

Farmers Agency
Local Level

The 5R Strategy

First Level



CONTINGENT STRUGGLES

EVERYDAY STRUGGLES

MULTI CLASS STRUGGLES

Legitimacy Normativity

Redistribution Recognition Restitution Regeneration Resistence

MICRO-LEVEL

MESO-LEVEL

MACRO-LEVEL

A
U
T
O
N
O
M
Y

Framework based on:
Norman Long
Jan Douwe van der Ploeg

Framework based on:
Karl Polanyi
Elinor Ostrom

Framework based:
A. Negri 
Jun Borras Jr.

All Those Working People
National/Global Level

Colective Action
Territorial Level

Farmers Agency
Local Level

The 5R Strategy

Second Level



CONTINGENT STRUGGLES

EVERYDAY STRUGGLES

MULTI CLASS STRUGGLES

Legitimacy Normativity

Redistribution Recognition Restitution Regeneration Resistence

MICRO-LEVEL

MESO-LEVEL

MACRO-LEVEL

A
U
T
O
N
O
M
Y

Framework based on:
Norman Long
Jan Douwe van der Ploeg

Framework based on:
Karl Polanyi
Elinor Ostrom

Framework based:
A. Negri 
Jun Borras Jr.

All Those Working People
National/Global Level

Colective Action
Territorial Level

Farmers Agency
Local Level

The 5R Strategy

Third Level



Challenges 
Towards  an 

Agenda for Family 
Farming and Food 

System Studies 



FARMERS

More and
Better Markets

Inclusion in 
New Digital 

Technologies

Innovation 
and Cost 

Reduction



SCHOLARS

Avoid Risk of
Ubiquity
F. Buttel

Challenges of 
being Inter and 
Transdisciplinar

Develop new 
metrics for 

better 
assessment



Thanks for Your  

Attention !!

Sergio Schneider –

schneide@ufrgs.br



① Demographic Issues –
² What is, actually a family farm ? The new shapes of the 

families in the rural;
² Rural migration and displacement – continuum to the urban;
² The consequences for the youth – succession and inheritance.

② Organization Questions –
² What is, at the end, the best way (Chayanov’s optimal) to 

organize peasant agriculture ?
² The treats/advantages to in a coop versus a agro industrial 

food chain ?

③ Technological Threats –
² The myth ‘small is beautiful’ is over – but, we should not take 

for grant the challenges of the new IT’s for farmers;

² But, the key point is take back the control over the seeds and 
breeds !!!



④ Market Challenges –
² There is increasing need for farmers/producers to 

integrate/articulate with urban people/consumers;
² The reconnection/delocalization debates in Global North 

and the revalorization in the Global South;
² Short food supply chains and Nested markets as 

possibilities.

⑤ Political and Social Matters – Multi Class
² Hobsbawm already said  that “the death of the peasants” was 

a remarkable social phenomena in 20th Century…
² But, peasants still are important as political power for:

• Struggles against social dispossession and injustice;
• Support nature and biodiversity initiatives;
• Foster food security and sovereignty over the world.

² The question is How to connect peasants struggles and agendas 
with other actors ones – Jun Borras 5 R’s Strategy !!


