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The 12" IFSA Symposium 2016

We kindly invite you fo the symposium at Harper Adams University, UK on 12-15 July 2016

Understanding farming as systems acknowledges inferconnections and dependencies
among ifs many human and non-human dimensions. As changes in farming systems take
place all the time, at levels ranging from individual to farm level, to the environments of
farming and from local fo global, understanding the nature of these interconnections and
dependencies can be challenging. IFSA’s 2016 symposium will focus on parficular kinds of
change - social and technological transformation - and consider not only what is changing
in ferms of these dimensions and their contexts, but how they relate to each other and how
purposeful social and technological transformation of farming systems in different parts of the
world are realized and how they could be brought about in the future.

For this Symposium, we welcome a diversity of perspectives on farming systems and different narratives of pathways. We
would particularly like to attract researchers and practitioners from both natural and social science backgrounds who
are new to systems thinking and who may be able to contribute constructively to lively debates on how we can design
and deliver more sustainable farming and livelihood systems for the future.

The sub themes for the symposium are:

Innovation, knowledge and learning processes

Methodology and frameworks of farming systems fransformation
Pathways towards sustainable agri-food systems — tensions or synergies?
Emergence and application of new technologies

Enabling governance, policy and institutions

AR

We are offering an exciting range of workshops within these areas with a range of experts acting as workshop
convenors
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Call for abstracts
We would like to invite you to submit an abstract for one of the workshop sessions at the symposium. Your abstract
will be subject to peer review and on acceptance, you will be asked to submit a full paper and participate in the
workshops. Full submission details and information on the content and format of individual workshops can be found on
the symposium site: harper.ac.uk/ifsa

The submission deadline for abstracts is 21 December 2015. Authors of abstracts which are accepted by workshop
convenors will be required to submit full papers by 29 February 2016.

The venue

Harper Adams University was founded in 1901 following a bequeathment by Thomas Harper Adams. The University is
sifuated within an atftractive 200 hectare estate within the beautiful Shropshire Countryside. Harper Adams University is
the premier higher education institution for the land based industries within the UK and offers a range of undergraduate
and postgraduate courses including agriculture, agricultural engineering, rural land management, countryside
management, food studies and agri- business. The majority of conference activities (work sessions, meals and
accommodation) will be available on campus. Scheduled field trips will take place to a range of venues in the local
surrounding areas and will include visits focusing on agroforestry, infensive and extensive animal producing, organic and
infegrated farming, upland farming and precision agriculture. For more information on Harper Adams University, please
visit www.harper-adams.ac.uk/about/

Contact

Please contact IFSA201é@harper-adams.ac.uk for any further information

Registration

You can register your interest in attending the event on the Harper Adams University website: harper.ac.uk/ifsa
Full registration will be available shortly. Accommodation will be available on site.




